4"-5" century AD and attribute its construction to a local ruler called
Subandhu. Some Scholar also conjecture it was built as early as the
Mauryan period. (322-185BC)

Documented history states that the Holkar ruler, Malhar Rao captured
the fortin 1733 and undertook some repairs and reconstructions. When
his daughter-in-law Ahilya Bai Holkar ascended the throne in 1767, she
rebuilt the fort as we see it today. The formidable walls of the
Maheshwar Fort are pierced with five gates, of which two are more
frequently used by the local population.

Narmada Retreat, Maheshwar

By Air: Nearestairportis Indore (91km).

By Rail : Nearest railheads are Barwaha (39km), Khandwa (110km),
Indore (91km) and Mhow on the Western Railway.

By Road : Regular buses are available from Barwaha, Khandwa, Dhar
and Dhamnod.

Your Host : Narmada Retreat, Tel : 08349994784
Best Season: Julyto March

Narmada Resort, Omkareshwar

MADHYA PRADESH
STATE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.

HEAD OFFICE-BHOPAL
Marketing Division - Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal - 462 003
Tel: 0755-2774340/42, 4027100, 2778383, Fax: 0755-2779476, 2774289, Toll Free: 1800 233 7777,
E-mail: info@mptourism.com

MARKETING OFFICES

AHMEDABAD - 219, 'Supermall' 2nd Floor, Near Lal Bungalow, C.G. Road, Ahmedabad - 380 006

Tel: 079 - 26462977, 9510593900, Mob : 8103750082 Telefax: 079-26462978, E-mail:
ahmedabad@mptourism.com

BENGALURU - Premise No. 4/3, Shop No. 5, Sunkada Chikanna Complex Loop Lane off, Race
Course Road, Gandhinagar, Bengaluru-560009 Tel : 080-25502288, 09407515764, E-mail :
bengaluru@mptourism.com

HYDERABAD - Ground Floor, Balyogi Paryatak Bhavan, Opp. ITC Kakatiya Hotel, Begumpet Main
Road, Hyderabad - 500 016 Tel: 040-40034319, Telefax: 040-23407785,
E-mail: hyderabad@mptourism.com

KOLKATA - ‘Chitrakoot', Room No. 67, 6th Floor, 230-A, A.J.C. Bose Road, Kolkata - 700 020
Tel: 033-22833526, Telefax: 033 - 22875855, E-mail: kolkata@mptourism.com

LUCKNOW - Rajarishi Purshottam Das Tandon Paryatan Bhawan, 1st Floor, C-13, Vipin Khand,
Gomti Nagar, Lucknow - 226 010, Tel: 0522-4021413, E-mail: lucknow@mptourism.com

MUMBAI - 45, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Colaba, Mumbai - 400 005
Tel: 022-22187603, Telefax: 022-22160614, E-mail: mumbai@mptourism.com

NAGPUR - 407-A, 4th Floor, Lokmat Bhawan, Wardha Road, Nagpur - 440 012
Tel: 0712 - 2442378, Telefax: 0712-2423374, E-mail: nagpur@mptourism.com

NEW DELHI - Room No.12, Hotel Janpath, Janpath Road, New Delhi - 110 001 Tel: 011-23366528,
23341185/86/87, Telefax: 011-23347264, E-mail: delhi@mptourism.com

NOIDA - Mrignayanee Emporium, Brahmaputra Shopping Complex, Sector 29, Noida
Tel : 0120-4330070, E-mail: noida@mptourism.com

PUNE - Shop No. 6, 1st Floor, Bhosle Shinde Arcade, J.M. Road, Deccan Gymkhana, Pune - 411004
Telefax: 020-25536616, E-mail: pune@mptourism.com

RAIPUR - 103 First Floor, MM Silver Plaza, Ring Road No.1 Raipur.
Tel: 0771-4048810, Telefax : 0771-4049115, E-mail: raipur@mptourism.com

RAJKOT - 122, First Floor, Cosmo Complex, Near Mahila College Chowk, Kalawad Road,
Rajkot-360001. Tel: 0281-2927966, Mob. : 09429197990, E-mail: rajkot@mptourism.com

SURAT - C/O Guijarat Tourism, Jilla Seva Sadan-2, Block-A, Ground Floor, Athhava Road, Surat
Tel: 0261-2918688, Mob.: 09978794098, E-mail: surat@mptourism.com

VARANASI - 52, Patel Nagar, Mint House, Nadesar, Varanasi (UP) - 221 002
Mobile No. 09235402180, Email : varanasi@mptourism.com

REGIONAL/TOURIST OFFICES

Bhopal - Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal Tel:0755-2766750, 2779631
E-mail: bhopal@mptourism.com, City Booking Office: Palash Residency Tel: 0755-2550588 E-
mail: ctobhopal@mptourism.com, Airport Counter Bhopal Tel: 0755-2646667, E-mail:
bhojairport@mptourism.com, Tourist Office: Railway Station, Bhopal, Tel: 0755-2746827 E-mail:
tobhopal@mptourism.com,

Gwalior - Tansen Residency, 6, Gandhi Road, Gwalior Tel: 0751-2234557, 4056726, Fax: 0751-
2340371, E-mail: gwalior@mptourism.com, Tourist Office, Deori, Mob. : 09329170105

Indore - 42, Residency Area, Opp. Saint Paul H. S. School, Indore, Tel: 0731-2499566, 2499466,
Telefax: 0731-2491345, E-mail: indore@mptourism.com, Airport Counter, Indore, Tel: 0731-
2620404, E-mail: Indoreairport@mptourism.com

Jabalpur - Rani Durgavati "Paryatan Bhawan" Paryatan Tiraha, Near Collectorate North Civil Lines,
Jabalpur, Tel: 0761-2677290, Telefax: 0761-2677590, E-mail: jabalpur@mptourism.com
Tourist Information Counter: Khatia (Kanha National Park ) Tel: 07649-277242,
E-mail: khatia@mptourism.com

Jhansi - Railway Station, Jhansi. Tel: 0510-2442622, E-mail: tojhansi@mptourism.com

Khajuraho - Tourist Interpretation & Facilitation Centre, Near Circuit House, Khajuraho
Tel: 07686- 274051, Fax: 07686-272330, E-mail: khajuraho@mptourism.com Airport Counter,
Khajuraho, Tel: 07686-274648, Tourist Information Counter, Railway Station, Khajuraho

Pachmarhi - Amaltas Complex, Near Tehsil, Pachmarhi, Tel: 07578-252100, Fax: 07578-252102,
E-mail: pachmarhi@mptourism.com, Tourist Office : Bus Stand, Pachmarhi, Tel : 07578-252029,

Ujjain - Tourist Office : Near Mahakaleshwar Temple, Ujjain, Tel : 0734-2552263,
E-mail: toujjain@mptourism.com

For more information, log on to www.mptourism.com
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OMKARESHWAR

mkareshwar, the sacred island, shaped like the holiest of all

Hindu symbols, 'Om' has drawn hundreds of generations of

pilgrims. Here, at the confluence of the rivers Narmada and
Kaveri, the devout have gathered for centuries to kneel before the
Jyotirlinga (one of the twelve throughout India) at the temple of Shri
Omkar Mandhata. And here, as in so many of Madhya Pradesh's
sacred shrines, the works of Nature complement those of Man to
provide a setting awe-inspiring in its magnificence.
Whatto See

Shri Omkar Mandhata : The temple stands on a one mile long, half
mile wide island formed by the fork of the Narmada. The soft stone of
which it was constructed has lent its pliable surface to a rare degree of
detailed work, of which the frieze figures on the upper portion are the
most striking. Also intricately carved is the stone roof of the temple.
Encircling the shrine are verandahs with columns which are carved in
circles, polygons and squares.

Uik

Shri Omkar Mandhata houses one of the 12 Jyotirlingas

Siddnath Temple : A fine example of early medieval Brahminic
architecture. Its unique feature is a frieze of elephants carved upon a
stone slab atits outer perimeter.

24 Avatars : A cluster of Hindu and Jain temples, remarkable for their
skillful use of varied architectural modes.

Satmatrika Temples : 6 km. from Omkareshwar, a group of 10th
century temples.

Howto Reach

By Air : The nearest airport is Indore (77km), connected by regular
flights with Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Kolkata, Jabalpur,
Gwalior and Bhopal.

By Rail : Nearest railhead is Omkareshwar Road (12 km) on the
Ratlam - Khandwa section of the Western Railway.

By Road : Omkareshwar is connected to Indore, Ujjain, Khandwa and
Omkareshwar road by regular bus services.

Your Host : Narmada Resort, Tel : 07680-271455, 8349994785
Best Season : July to March

MAHESHWAR

aheshwar was a glorious
city at the dawn of Indian
civilization when it was

Mahishmati, capital of King
Kartivarjun. This temple town on the
banks of the river Narmada finds
mention in the epics of Ramayana and
Mahabharata. Revived to its ancient
position of importance by the Holkar
queen Rani Ahilyabai of Indore,
Maheshwar's temples and mighty fort-
complex stand in quiet beauty,
mirrored in the river below.

Whatto See '

Rajgaddi and Rajwada : A life-size
statue of Rani Ahilyabai sits on a
throne in the Rajgaddi within the Fort
complex. This is the right place to begin a tour of Maheshwar, for this
pious and wise queen was the architect of its revived importance. Other
fascinating relics and heirlooms of the Holkar dynasty can be seen in
other rooms which are open to the public. Within the complex is an
exquisite, small shrine which is the starting point of the ancient
Dussehra ceremony which is carried out even today. The image on this
day is installed reverently in a splendid palanquin and carried down the
steep Fort road to the town below to receive the yearly homage of the
people of Maheshwar.

Ghats : Peshwar Ghat, Fanase Ghat and Ahilya Ghat line the river
Narmada, flights of steps lead down from the sandy banks to the river,
and through the day a kaleidoscope of rural India can be seen here, in
the pilgrims and holy men who sit here in silent meditation, in the rows of
graceful women who carry gleaming brass pots down to the holy, life-
giving river, in the ferry loads of villagers who cross and recross these
surging waters. Lining the banks, too, are poignant memorials in stone
to the 'Satis' of Maheshwar, who perished on the funeral pyres of their
husbands.

Temples: With their soaring spires, the many- tiered temples of
Maheshwar are distinguished by their carved overhanging balconies
and their intricately worked doorways. Temples to see are : Kaleshwar,
Rajarajeshwara, Vithaleshwara and Ahileshwar.

A Maheshwari saree being woven

The life-giving river Narmada flows quitely

Maheshwari Sarees : Introduced into Maheshwar 250 years ago by
Rani Ahilyabai, the sarees are renowned throughout India for their
unique weave. Woven mostly in cotton, the typical Maheshwari saree
has a plain body and sometimes stripes or checks in several
variations. The mat border designs have a wide range in leaf and floral
patterns. The pallu is particularly distinctive with five stripes, three
coloured and two white alternating, running along its width.
Maheshwari has areversible border, known as bugdi.

Maheshwari saree

DeviAhilyaArchaeological Museum, Maheshwar (Khargone)

Named after the prudent queen of Holkar dynasty, together with
antique armaments, this grand and novel museum conserves some
rare manuscripts as well as photographs of freedom struggle. The
double-storey museum is demarcated into different galleries based
upon the idols of various deities displayed in.

Maheshwar Fort : The massive Maheshwar Fort stands on a hill
overlooking the Narmada on the South and the modern town of
Maheshwar to its North. Some historians argue that it was done by the
Parmaras while other historians stretch the antiquity of the fort to the
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